Golden Goa
tration the greater part of upper and central India before his
death in 1605. It was essential for the Government of Goa to keep
on good terms with him, and it was generally represented at his
Court by Jesuit diplomatists. These men, besides conducting the
ordinary business of their appointment, strove to interest the
Emperor in Catholicism.
Akbar was a person of insatiable intellect. He searched for truth
like an alchemist for the elixir. He was delighted to hear what the
Jesuits held to say. Had they been able to persuade him that they
possessed the secret of ultimate truth, he would have been en-
chanted. Nominally a Moslem, he was really an eclectic. The
Emperors of China as Confucian pontiffs were as convinced as the
Popes that they knew the truth. But Akbar had no such convic-
tion. His mind was open. All his life he sought truth. The Jesuit
Fathers Aquaviva and Monserrate had an ideal opportunity. Such
notice did he take of them, the patience with which he would
listen to their discourses was so flattering, that they were continu-
ally writing to Rome of his imminent conversion. But it all came
to nothing. The fact was that Akbar's mind was superior to
Aquaviva's or his colleague's, it had a wider sweep, he was a
stronger intellectual. It would have required a philosopher of
greater talent than wras either of these particular Jesuits to match
him. The Society was never able to do it.
THE STRANGE CASE OF DE NOBILI, SJ.
More interesting is the Jesuit attempt to confront the higher
Brahmmism, the great Sanskrit philosophy of the Atman, the
most profound and the most fecund metaphysic in the Orient.
The ordinary run of Portuguese clerics, though in the course of
the hundred years since the time of da Gama's farcical mal en-
tendu they had learnt a good deal about popular Hinduism, knew
nothing of its esoteric depths. Xavier occasionally met Brahmin
philosophers, but the records of his conversations with them show
that he was completely ignorant of their system. Towards the end
of the sixteenth century, however, it became known that remark-
able ideas were current in Hinduism. The Dutchman, Linscfaoten,
writing in 1585, observes: 'The Bramenes believe that there is a
supreme God above, which ruleth all things, and that men's soules
41

